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Frequently Asked Questions

What is the bond ordinance being voted
on in this referendum?

What exactly is happening on May 16?

In 1999, Solberg Airport received conditional approval
from State and Federal authorities for its formal plan
to expand into a regional airport suitable for business
jet traffic. Since then, both Readington Township and
the State of New Jersey have made efforts to purchase
various rights pertaining to the property.

After the State’s negotiations with the airport’s owners
were withdrawn, the Township renewed its own dis-
cussions. The Township’s goal is to preserve the airport
as a small recreational airport, and to protect 625 acres
around the airport as open space.

To turther these negotiations, the Township
Committee has passed an ordinance authorizing the
issuance of up to $22 million in municipal bonds.
The purpose of the ordinance is to ensure that the
Township has the financial capacity to negotiate a
purchase of land and development rights from the
airport’s owners, who would continue to own and op-

erate the airport facility in its current configuration.

A special referendum is being held to ask Township
voters if they prefer to ratify or reject the bond ordi-
nance. All residents are encouraged to take part in this
important vote.

Is Readington proposing to purchase or

manage the airport?

‘The Township is not proposing to purchase or manage
the airport itself. Current negotiations envision the
Solberg family retaining both ownership and manage-
ment of the airport facility.

What would change is that the Township would own
the rights to determine future development on airport
lands. The Township would also buy the open land
surrounding the airport, restricting this land for con-
servation in perpetuity.






